
Marriott International associates share their top picks for D.C, travel 
 
What is your favorite local restaurant, bar or nightlife hotspot?  

The Hamilton is by far one of the coolest places in DC. It is definitely my go to place after the 
theater, and is a great entertainment venue in its own right. Great food, great music, great 
ambiance and great times! www.thehamiltondc.com  

For local pizza, Menomale in Brookland is not to be missed. The variety of awesome restaurants 
on 14th Street NW between Rhode Island Ave and W St. makes it difficult to decide where to eat 
so give them all a try: Estadio (Tapas), Rice (Thai), Pearl Dive (seafood/general Gulf Coast fare), 
Le Diplomate (French), Doi Moi (Vietnamese/Thai), Cork Wine Bar (contemporary American), 
Kapnos (Greek).  

My favorite Thai in the city has to be Thai Crossing on Florida and the experience is amazing. 
The townhouse is totally low key, undecorated, and feels like someone’s home. In fact, once 
there was someone taking a nap (on the other side of a bookshelf) in the same room when I was 
there. It's BYO and set meal price. I am a meat eater but veggie only nights are still my favorite! 
Favorite place to grab a warm seasonal drink in the winter has to be the Lobby area of Tabbard 
Inn. Cozy up on a chair and drink something warm and spiked. Of course, having a meal there is 
fantastic as well. 

I love Busboys and Poets… It is a restaurant, bookstore, lounge, and theater in U Street- 
Washington, D.C. Great food and a great experience... a wonderful place to represent DC's 
diverse culture. 

Ching Ching Cha, a Chinese tea house on Wisconsin Ave. in Georgetown (named after Ching 
Ching, the founder of the tea house, and "Cha," the Chinese word for tea). They serve tea that 
Ching Ching buys on her trips to China and also a "tea meal," so you can go for lunch or dinner 
or just drop by to learn the Chinese way of brewing tea. Authentic and friendly.  

Little Serow in Dupont Circle. Dinner starts at 5:30pm but you need to show up no later than 
4:30pm to get a table in this 28-seat restaurant (walk-in only; no reservations). Menu changes 
weekly and is available starting Tuesday online. 

Restaurants: Little Serow is pretty cool. Makoto in upper NW is amazing. great, authentic 
Japanese experience. Zaytinya is always an old, reliable standby for me. 

DC has lots of great eateries depending on budget, atmosphere, etc. Some of my favorites 
include Comet Ping Pong for a good, fun, family friendly casual night out (their gourmet pizzas 
are awesome), Chef Geoff's for something a little bit nicer but still not too expensive (several 
locations, each having a fantastic happy hour too!), and Acqua al 2 (Due) on the nicer side. 
Acqua al 2 is one of 3 restaurants worldwide, and is without question one of the best Italian 
restaurants in the district. 



It's absolutely non-partisan to say Lincoln is amazing. It's on Vermont Ave. NW (not far from 
the White House) and is has an energetic, hip vibe. The floor is made up of pennies (to keep with 
the theme) and the decor is lively. The signature cocktails are great, with many of the ingredients 
made onsite (similar to Founding Farmers). The menu is made up of small plates (the oysters are 
amazing when in season) and the staff is helpful. 

I love U Street Music Hall (U Hall) for dancing. The spot is DJ owned and operated, and made 
Rolling Stone's list of the top 50 night clubs in the country. It has an amazing sound system and 
hosts some amazing national and international talent.  

Daikaya in Chinatown. Downstairs serves ramen and upstairs is an izakaya, a Japanese pub. The 
food is great and the atmosphere is even better. It's across from the Verizon Center and in the 
center of DC's Chinatown. One of my favorite places in town. 

Toki Underground has some of the best Asian Fusion / Ramen dishes in the district. Also in the 
H street corridor, hour long waits for seating are the regular - but it is well worth it. 

Zaytinya in Chinatown. The restaurant is owned by chef José Andrés, so whatever you order is 
good quality food. The tapas menu style lets you decide how much you want to spend. Zaytinya 
itself is right next door to the Verizon Center, making dinner and a show in DC that much easier.  

CoCo Sala. For chocolate lovers this place is a MUST! Everything is infused with chocolate, 
including the savory bites. My favorite is the weekend brunch - French Toast S'mores are 
delicious!  

Uncle Julio's in Bethesda has great Mexican food. There are over 100 restaurants in this area that 
are fun to explore and enjoy. 

I think the best South American restaurant is in Chinatown and called Del Campo. You have to 
try their skirt steak and canary beans. Beautiful restaurant and great service. If you are able to 
travel outside of the city, try any of the Great American Restaurants. I think the best is 
Sweetwater Tavern in Merrifield/Tysons Corner area. It is a great brewery and the food is 
outstanding and consistent. Their filet and crab cake is one of the best, as well as the Jambalaya 
and roast chicken salad. Enjoy! 

The BEST place for social gatherings and fun (including watching THE GAME), and great food 
(not just bar food) is the Crystal City Sports Pub on 23rd street. This has been a favorite of mine 
long before it combined the Snuggery (the BEST hole in the wall bar) 

What is your favorite place to get a dose of culture? (Art, Music, Theatre)  

It's always fun to either sign up for capital bikeshare (if you live here) or rent a capital bike for a 
day. I love to put together a picnic basket at Whole Foods then pedal down to the National Mall. 
I think Constitution Gardens is one of the most gorgeous spots on the mall with great views of 
either the Lincoln or the Washington Monument. Paddle boating in front of the Jefferson is great 
fun too! 



The newly renovated Howard Theatre near Shaw/Howard U Metro stop 

Strathmore Hall is a wonderful facility and it brings in a lot of great talent. There is a Metro stop 
next door with plenty of parking. 

The Smithsonian America Art Museum is a great place to visit! The architecture of the building 
and the art collections inside are worth admiring. Besides browsing the art work, you can also 
participate in one of their many workshops including informal sketching workshops...and they 
even provide some art materials or you can bring your own. It's easy to get there as it's right off 
the metro station and best of all -- it's FREE!  

Ford's Theater got a serious upgrade just a few years ago and includes an engaging museum 
where you can learn about the circumstances that brought Lincoln to the Presidency, the Civil 
War, the plot for his assassination, and the aftermath. Foreign travelers are particularly interested 
in the Museum because the U.S. Civil War is such a  

I like to visit the Hillwood Estate, Gardens and Museum in Northwest DC.  

I agree! Hillwood Estate is beautiful especially in the spring and fall time. Tip: Pack a snack or 
purchase food from the cafe and you can have a picnic in their immaculate gardens.  

What is the best undiscovered gem in the District?  

I love popping into the Mansion on O St. on a Sunday afternoon - it's a crazy event venue/private 
dining space/museum/hotel just south east of Dupont Circle with over 100 themed-rooms and 70 
secret passageways to explore. You can purchase a tour including a glass of champagne or often 
just stop in and leave a donation to walk around for hours exploring the knick-knacks, signed 
guitars and mementos and rooms throughout this unique mansion.  

As a native Washingtonian, I am fortunate to have experienced one of the best undiscovered 
gems in DC which is the Kenilworth Park and Aquatic Gardens managed by the National Park 
Service. It is truly one of the most beautiful and serene places in all of Washington DC. One of 
the best ways to visit is to rent a kayak or canoe from the Bladensburg Waterfront Park and 
paddle down the Anacostia River to the gardens. In this natural protected watershed you will 
observer wildlife and forget you are in the city. Nearby is the National Arboretum which is also a 
picturesque oasis. 

Marrakesh Restaurant on New York Ave NW is an authentic Moroccan Restaurant which 
provides a unique experience like no other place. The décor and food are great. You sit and relax 
on low sofas covered with pillows and just take in the whole vibe of the restaurant. It feels like 
you’re really dinning in Morocco. Go hungry because it’s a 7 course meal. This is a great place 
to go with a group of friends or if you just want to try something new.  

Meridian Hill Park or Union Market 



You absolutely have to check out Dumbarton Oaks and the museum right next door with a recent 
addition designed by Philip Johnson. I loved the music room - where I understand they have 
concerts from time to time. Very intimate.  

Lake Artemesia is a man-made lake that sits between the cities of College Park and Berwyn 
Heights. The lake offers fishing, hiking, walking, and bike trails. In season you can often rent 
canoes or paddle boats. The lake is easy walking distance from the College Park Metro station. 
It’s a nice place for a casual stroll or picnic. Fishing requires a Maryland fishing license. 

On a nice sunny day, hit your favorite deli, and pack up a picnic basket full of your favorites and 
a blanket. Go to Gravely Point in Arlington, just off Georgetown Parkway. Find a nice place in 
the grass to spread out, and enjoy the views of the Potomac River and of DC from across the 
river, and be amazed watching the planes take off or land at Reagan National from almost the 
end of the runway. A great spot and cool experience! 

The C&O Canal is a wonderful treasure that allows you to hike/bike 180 miles along the canal. 
For a fun hike try he Billygoat trail just below Great Falls. You can park by The Old Anglers Inn 
to avoid parking. Cross the canal and hike about an hour north to get access to the trail. The trail 
follows the Potomac River with some wonderful views. It is a little aggressive hike with uneven 
surfaces, but worth the hike. You can now rent many of the Lock Houses along the canal if you 
want to plan a longer hike or bike ride.  

 


